
Plastics-webinar 

16.12.2020 09.00–14.30 

 

9.00 Opening of the seminar, Vesa Kärhä, Finnish Plastics Industries Federation 

Looking for carbon neutral and circular economy. Renewable materials and feedstocks are coming to market. 

Number of participants: 160 

 

 

9.15 EU policy framework for bio-based plastics and biodegradable or compostable plastics, 

Silvia Forni, Directorate-General for Environment, European Commission 

Strategy Adapted in 2018 

Four pillars in EU strategy in circular economy. 

New circular economy action plan. 



 

 

Use bio-based compostable or biodegradable. Bioplastic is too general and covers too many things. 

 



 

Report made by scientists, not EU on packaging 

 

Framework expected end of this year 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Industry waiting for definition of plastics. Currently waiting for guidance from the EC. 

Request for single use products instead of single use plastics.->EC view based on study 

 

9.45  Green Lahti – European Green Capital 2021, Milla Bruneau 

This event is part of European green capital project 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Sustainable Lahti foundation established this year by Lahti and surrounding municipalities. Funds local projects 

 

 

 

 

10.30 Boosting bioplastic innovations, Sauli Eerola, Muovipoli Oy 

 



 

Recently published a plastics guide with Finnish plastics industry federation. 

 

10.50 Carbon neutral plastics in packaging industry, Tuija Suur-Hamari, Wipak Oy 

Flexible packaging company, working in food and health packaging 

 

 



 

 

Their aim: prevent food waste whilst being carbon neutral (Corporate Carbon Footprint Carbon Zero-Z focus on 
raw materials). Now working with replacement raw materials, e.g. using recycled and bio-based materials. Cost 
of changed is passed to end consumer. Will still need market acceptance for the new products. Have an app 
oto show customers the benefits of changing to more sustainable solutions 

 

 



 

11.10 Case Wiitta, Wille Viittanen, Wiitta Oy 

Company focusing on injection moulding. Looking at the problems (including limits) and benefits of different 
materials. 

In Finland the future is based on wood. 

Not all products are suitable to use biodegradable material, e.g. pipes 

 

11.45 Biosykli – Circular Bioeconomy in Lahti Region, Vesa Taitto, The Finnish Plastics Association 

 

 

 



 

 

Interview findings: 

 

We need more common standards 

 

 



 

 

Environmental benefit is contradictory 

 



 

 

 

12.00 PHA production from sludge, Merja Kontro, University of Helsinki 

 

 



 

Tend to be produced from sugars. Nor there is a move to produce it from other materials. In their case, they 
are studying sludge. Look not only at production method as also whether it is economically viable 

 

12.20 Power to plastics, Ville Uusitalo, LUT University 

 

Looking at a new way of making plastics, based on electricity. Using excess electricity produced through 
renewable methods. Use electrolysis. 

Carbon capture 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

13.15 Neste's approach to renewable and circular carbon solutions, Maiju Helin, Neste Oyj 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Green: Neste 

Others: global 

 

 

 



 

 

 

New layer of recycling. Focus is on chemical recycling. 

Phasing out palm oil. 

 

 

13.45 Biobased plastics in circular economy, Anna Fråne, IVL Swedish Environmental Research Institute & 
Marjo Ketonen, Arctic Biomaterials Oy                      

 



 

They produce raw materials as a sustainable products 

 

 

 

 



e.g. corn requires more land than PLA production 

 

 

Bio based products are more expensive and it is important that customers can use them in economic terms, 
not working with cellulose based, working with fiber glass 

 

 

 

Focus on plastic waste 

 



 

 

 

You must always think about the end of life options 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

14.15 Closing remarks 

 

 

 


